
December 6, 2022 

 

Impact Statement from the New England Annual Conference Board of Trustees 

RE: Faith Community Church, Plymouth, Massachusetts 

 

Please find below the Conference Board of Trustee’s impact statement in response to 

your request, which was received on November 6, 2022. 

 

 What is the impact that the members and friends of the Faith Community Church 

would experience if the congregation was to disaffiliate from the United Methodist 

Church? 

 

 Should the congregation of the Faith Community Church choose to undertake a 

building expansion or renovation of their historic building in the future, they would not be 

able to benefit from the experience and wisdom of the members of the Commonwealth 

East District Committee on Church Location and Building (Para. 2519-2522 in the 2016 

Book of Discipline) to resource them through the planning and implementation of their 

dreams and goals.   

 The grants and loans program of the Conference Board of Trustees, to help 

accomplish 1.) code enforcement compliance; 2.) accessibility projects at the church; 3.)  

purchase of land, construction of a building or addition, or purchase of a parsonage – 

would not be available to the congregation. 

 The Faith Community Church would not be able to benefit from the Conference 

Insurance Unit Plan, which includes Property (building and contents), Boiler and 

Machinery, General Liability and Sexual Abuse Molestation, Professional Liability, 

Cyber Liability, and Workers Compensation for all the United Methodist properties of the 

New England Annual Conference – including Faith CC.  This outstanding coverage 

comes at a reasonable group-purchasing price.  Other Insurance Unit programs contain 

benefits that would be attainable to individual churches, but at a higher cost and with 

less coverage limits then the New England Conference Unit program offers.  

 The congregation could not avail itself of the loan programs of the United 

Methodist Foundation of New England, which has been the entity through which many 

congregations in the Conference have strengthened their financial capacity.  And if the 

Faith Community Church presently has a loan with the Foundation, it will be necessary 

before disaffiliation can be completed to pay the loan off or, with the Foundation’s 

permission, convert the loan to the new entity.   

 Finally, if Faith Community Church votes on disaffiliation and the motion passes, 

but with less than 100% of the people in agreement there will most likely be some folks 

who will be left without a church home.  The New England Conference of the United 

Methodist Church does not want to lose anyone from its membership and witness, but 

there is an added measure of sadness if there are those whose local church has left 

them. 


