
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

December 4, 2022 

Dear Faith Community UMC family and Rev. Cushing, 

I greet you in the love and grace of Jesus Christ. This letter is a response to your November 6, 
2022 email request for an impact statemet from the Cabinet. This statement also includes the 
input from the office of Congregational Development. 

The history of the Methodist movement in Plymouth, MA goes back to 1840’s with its first 
baptism recorded in 1943.  People called Methodists were gathered to praise God and to share 
the love of God in and around Plymouth in Chiltonsville Methodist Episcopal Church, North 
United Methodist Church, Memorial United Methodist Church, and Plymouth United Methodist 
Church until 2016, when Duxbury UMC and Plymouth UMC joined together to be come Faith 
Community United Methodist Church. With the disaffilication, the long, faithful and proud 
history and tradition of United Methodist witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ in Plymouth area 
would be lost. 

At the first listening session it has been made it clear that the persistent and growing conflict 
and divisiveness(fight) around the issue of human sexuality in the annual conference and the 
general conference is the prominent reason for the disaffiliation. It was shared that this conflict 
and division has been impacting the life and ministry of Faith Church UMC negatively. The 
disappointment and frustration at such tension and in-fighting are fully heard and understood. 
However, the reason why the members of the annual conference and the general conference 
have been so passionately and sometimes painfully debating and fighting around the issue 
didn’t seem to be shared or discerned fully. The inclusiveness of the Body of Christ is one of the 
most essential questions that every Christian and church needs to struggle to discern for the 
sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ. With the disaffiliation of Faith Community UMC, the gospel 
witness and outreach to the LGBTQIA siblings and their loved ones in Plymouth area would be 
negatively impacted. 

It was also noted that Faith Community UMC has many retired United Methodist clergy actively 
participating in the life of the church, which is a great blessing and celebration. The disaffiliation 
may impact their relationship with their beloved community as retired pastors are required to 
maintain a charge conference relationship with a local United Methodist Church.  

With the disaffiliation, both Faith Community UMC and the New England Conference would 
lose their mutual support and connection, which have benefitted each other for the shared 
purpose of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Former 
Plymouth UMC and the current Faith Community UMC has been an active connectional partner 
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for the New England Conference’s mission and ministry. In 2017, the New England Conference 
once again recognized the value of such a partnership when the conference supported the 
merger of former Duxbury UMC and Plymouth UMC into Faith Community UMC and entrusted 
the properties of former Duxbury UMC to Faith Community UMC. The Conference also invested 
a $126,525 Hebrew 11 grant to support the new vision of Faith Community UMC.  In addition to 
these two significant support, the office of the Congregational Development have also awared 
various grants in amounts between $3000 and $10,000 during the past 10 years to Plymouth 
UMC and Faith Community UMC.  The New England Conference invested over one million 
dollars of assets for the launching of Faith Community UMC as it cherished its connectional tie 
with United Methodists in Plymouth area and valued Faith Community UMC as a criticial 
missional post for the whole conference connection.  With the disaffiliation the sacred and 
missional trust the New England Conference had with Faith Community UMC would be painfully 
impacted while Faith Community UMC would also lose such a significant ministry partner in the 
New England Conference. 

The church would lose the support of the United Methodist connection, including the 
appointment of a pastor. The church would be responsible for searching, vetting, and selecting 
a minister, as well as negotiating salary, benefits, medical and family leaves, as well as vacation 
time.  

Furthermore, the church would lose denominational and conference support for administrative 
and legal matters, and would no longer be under the United Methodist Church’s 501(c)(3) for 
tax exemption status. Disaffiliation would also sever the congregation from other connectional 
benefits of the United Methodist Church (e.g., UMW/United Women in Faith, UMCOR, World 
Service, ministry grants, etc.) and the more localized benefits of our Conference staff and 
resources (Certified Lay Ministry, Lay Servant Ministry, and Lay Speaker training, other 
leadership training events, camping and retreat ministries, congregational development and 
equitable compensation grants, etc.).  

The impact of the disaffiliation of Faith Community UMC on the New England Annual 
Conference would also include a loss of diversity of theological understanding and this 
congregation’s evangelical spirit and passionate gospel witness, which enhances the 
Conference’s breadth of expression. If Faith Community UMC were to remain with integrity in 
the United Methodist fold, there would be a prayerful hope that the congregation and its 
Annual Conference could richly and authentically abide in the tension of difference as we have 
done thus far, trusting that Christ’s power to save and transform would be an ongoing work in 
all of us.  

 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
We H. Chang, District Superintendent 
New England Conference, The United Methodist Church 
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