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September 9, 2022 

Ron Wilson, Acting District Superintendent 
Commonwealth East District, New England Conference of United Methodist Church 

Dear Ron: 

We hope you are doing well and gearing up for a great fall season of ministry. 

We wanted to keep you updated on the discernment process at Faith Community Church. On Tuesday 
September 6, 2022, the FCC Futures team met to discuss the recent Judicial Council rulings and the 
letter that you sent outlining the process for disaffiliation. After discussion and prayerful consideration, 
the team voted to move forward with the disaffiliation process as part of the ongoing discernment 
process the team started on March 16th.  We feel it’s in the best interest of the church to move forward 
with the process outlined in your letter.  We’d like to clarify and request a few items as outlined in your 
letter. 

1. Based on previous communication by our Paster Stan Cushing with Rev. We Chang, we believe 
our process started on March 16th. Please confirm that this is correct. 
 

2. Per section 4 of your letter dated August 30, 2022, we are requesting assessments from the 
NEAC trustees, cabinet, treasurer, Council on Finance and Administration, chancellor, Benefits 
Officer, and the Board of Congregational and Community Development. We are making the 
request effective the date this email was sent (9/9/2022) and understand these conference bodies 
have 30 days to respond to our request. As part of this assessment, we would like to understand 
the financial aspect of disaffiliation and what we would be required to pay the conference. 
 

3. Our goal based on an at least 8-month discernment period is to bring a vote to our church 
membership by January 31, 2023 should we decide to continue with the disaffiliation process.   
This should give ample time for the 4 listening sessions to be scheduled by the conference as 
well as our own church informational sessions.  Please let us know when we can schedule the 
listening sessions.  

The FCC Futures’ team will continue to use your letter as our guide in fulfilling the requirements of the 
discernment process.  The team continues to be guided by our team mission to: 

http://www.faithcommunityma.com/


Develop recommendations on “Who God is calling us to be as a church” that align to our core 
values and beliefs while setting up Faith Community Church for continued positive impact in our 
community.   

We will do this by:  

• Prayerfully asking for God’s guidance. (Discernment) 
 James 1:5 “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all 
without reproach, and it will be given him.” 
 

• Adhering to our Core values. 
Matthew 22: 37-40 “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is 
like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments” 
Loving Christ, Growing Relationships, Reshaping Lives 
 

• Open and Honest Communication with all involved in the process (Conference, Church 
Body, & Staff) 
Ephesians 4:29 “Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good 
for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.” 
 

 

We thank you for your partnership in this process and ask for your continued prayers for our church and 
the work of this team. 

Please reach out to us with any questions. 

Prayerfully yours, 

 

Dave Bierut & Lori Eldredge, Futures Team Co-Chairs 

 

CC: Stan Cushing, pastor 


